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PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
COUNCIL OFFICES 
HENGOED 


Telephone :- Hengoed 2241/2242 


To the Chairman and Members of the 
GELLIGAER URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 


Gentlemen, 
I beg to present my Report for the year 1961. 


The report is prepared on lines indicated in Circular 
1/62 (Wales) of the Welsh Board of Health. 


The Estimated Population has decreased by 1, 440. The 
1961 figure is presumably an accurate assessment following the 
Censuse 


One or two interesting examples of estimated population are 
as follows :- 


Estimated 1960 Estimated 1961 


Caerphilly Urban 38, O10 35930 
Port Talbot M.B. 48, 840 50, 020 
Cardiff Rural 43, 500 49, 000 
Rhondda M.B. 105 , 360 100, 600 


It is significant that the population of Gelligaer is 
declining steadily. 


As judged by the Table of Vital Statistics, the health of 
the community is fairly satisfactory. There are no increases in the 
main causes of deathe However, it will be seen that cancer of the 
lung caused more deaths in 1961 than in any previous years 


Infant mortality was not so great as in 1960, but the neo- 
natal mortality was the second highest in the County. 


Once more, the area was free from Infectious Diseases. Nineteen 
new cases of Tuberculosis were notified during the year. In 1956, 
there was a sharp and welcome decline in the incidence of this disease, 
but since that year, until 1961, the annual incidence was thirty cases 
or slightly more. In 1961, there was another welcome fall in the 
nunber of cases = the number being nineteen. With continued vigilance 
we can look forward to the virtual disappearance of this infection. 
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Deaths from Heart and Circulatory Diseases, and Vascular 
Lesions of the Nervous System continued to take their toll - the 
number of deaths from these diseases totalling 185, as compared 
with 211 in 1960. 


In the section on Housing, it is seen that substantial 
progress was made during the year. 166 new houses were completed by the 
Authority, and 30 by Private Enterprise ; and 203 were under construction 
by the Authority. The Slum Clearance programme at Pontlottyn is 
progressing, but there remain so many bad houses in which people have to 
live, the happier feature of progress is dimmed by the thought of what 
remains to be donee But progress is being made = not only at 
Pontlottyn, but also throughout the area =- in closing properties unfit for 
human habitation. 


In the report on the Public Water Supply ( kindly supplied 
by Mr. James, the Engineer to the Rhymney Valley Water Board), note 
is made of the soaring demand for water during June when dry weather 
was experienced. The area was without water on two occasions, when 
attention was given to the main supply pipes from Taf Fechan. The 
filters at Rhymey Bridge were renovated, improving the physical 
character of water supplies from that reservoir. 

The trunk sewer from Bedlinog, built in 1954, swept away by a 
landslide in 1956, has not yet been renewed. Ground movement is an 
uncertain feature. The Council has engaged Consultants to prepare a 
scheme. It is hoped the sewer will be laid in 1963. 


The Bedlinog tip fire continued to be a source of obnoxious 
smell during the year. It has also been the cause of frustration and 
fury, of annoyance and anxiety, and criticism. Despite the efforts 
of man and machine, the fire has spread slowly and surely. 


The Public Health Inspectors have continued their efforts to 
promote the hygienic handling of food. 


During the year, at the invitation of the Virus Department of the 
Public Health Laboratory Service, the Department has given much time 
and effort to the collecting of specimens to enable a Poliomyelitis Virus 
Research project to be carried oute 


In October, the Council allowed the Department to engage a paid 
trainee Public Health Inspector. Public Health Inspectors are in 
short supply, and this is the way to safeguard the future. 


The mobile dwelling, or caravan, is becoming a more prominent 
feature as a semi-permanent dwelling. There are four gistered sites in the 
area, accommodating about fifty caravans. The Council has previously 
considered the establishment of a carawan park. In view of the increasing 
demand for such facilities, I suggest that furtherconsideration be given 
to the establishment of a site. 
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In November, the Women's Voluntary Services established at 
Bargoed a Luncheon Club for residents of pensionable age. An 
excellent mid-day meal is provided at a minimum charge, served 


in the very pleasant Pensioners! Hall. Good food and good 
company make a delightful interlude each week for the pensioners 
who are able to get about. The ' Meals on Wheels! service is 


not yet available, but the enthusiasm shown in Bargoed will 
surely produce the meal for the housebound agede 


In October, a Mass Radiography Unit visited Ystrad Mynach. 
437 persons submitted themselves for examination 3; none was found to 
be suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis. 

In Decenber,. the death occurred of Councillor H. J. Williams 
of Brithdir. During his many years of service to the Authority, 
Councillor Williams was active and far seeing in all matters 
appertaining to Public Health. 


I wish, again, to thank the Members of the Council and the 
Officers for help and encouragement during the year. 


I am, 


Yours faithfully, 


W. BOWEN OWEN 


Medical Officer of Health 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2016 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o28844622 
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GELLIGAER URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Chairman - W. Poyntz, J.P. 
Vice - Chairman - He Le Roberts 


MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL 


W.H.D. Bennett F. R. Jenkins 
Walter Bowen J. H. Jones 

D. S. Blatchford, J.P., C.C. William Jones, J.P. 
ER. E. Burgess W. H. Lee, 0.C. 

A. E. Carey Hopkin Lewis 

W. He. Coleman W. J. Payne 

D. Be Cooke G. T. Richards, J.P. 
Jom Davies K. G. Turner 

H. V. Edwards A .Williams 
Alderman W. A. Hancock, J.P. Cledwen Williams 

H. V. James Douglas Williams 

W. R. JAMES H. Je Williams 


PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE 


Chairman - W. Re James 
Vice-Chairman - Walter Bowen 


W. H. D. Bennet 

W. H. Coleman 

De Be Cooke 

H. V. Edwards 
‘Alderman W.dA.Hancock, J.P. 
H. V. James 

J. H. Jones 

W. H. Lee, C.C. 

W. J. Payne 

W. Poyntz, J.P. 

G. T. Richards, J.P. 
H. L. Roberts 
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CHIEF OFFICERS OF THE COUNCIL 
a a Ae 


Clerk of the Council oe D. W. C. Morgan, L1.B. 

Treasurer and Accountant a! Wa Hicks, P.I.M.T.A., F.S.AcAs 

Engineer and Surveyor - = W. T. Luke, B.Sc., A.M.I.C.E. 

Housing Manager ~ G. Lloyd Williams, A.R.S.H.,M.F.B.Cert. 
Omnibus Manager ~ = W. He. Collins 


PUBLIC HEALTH STAFF 


Medical Officer of Health - = We Bowen Owen, J.P.,B.Sce,M.R.C.S., 
DetinCe Pag) Dele lls 


Senior Public Health Inspector - T. P. Thomas, A.R.S.He, 
Cert.Meat Inspector R.S.H, 


District Public Health Inspector - E. G. Rawlings, A.R.S.H., 
Cert.Meat Inspector R.S.H, 


Rodent Officer - T. J. Morris 
Clerical Staff - L. Chilton 


GELLIGAER URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 
— et COUNCIL 


Population = 34, 770 
Total Acreage - U6, 772 
Rateable Value -~ £241, 000 


Product of ld. rate - £960. 


at 


pag Jitu OU Rat 
ps id oW of 
" b Ph 
+ : : . : - . + OL4 er 
ecle t 48 . oS 9 DALAL ol a! 
i efiaG albus e ETE ¥ ‘pvold ew 


Fa} 


5G at * eset 9 ft wo sowod > 


«le “~ qa ond Hail 


qa sGoed , eanod? ot m, 


‘ r¢ T 7 | ’ 
wosogacl sé ie TDs 


ooh sO eHeA ,aoatiwai e a 


tagtt Ix #) 
etrtol .t .T 


sot LEAD otk 


GTOUVOD TOLAREIG MARU HATRED 


OTT ht 
syy ed 
000 , LESS 
0803 


TO SHAOTESO Tale 


\ 


‘tod oegaal {nal « 


st Stata . 


otet .bf To zd 


[tomo)0 edt % 
TaatiLooDA he or a 


noyevwe brie ’ 


ental 


Page fp net 


GLAMORGAN ( ADMINISTRATIVE COUNTY) - VITAL STATISTICS, 1961 


eee ses freaiee | BIRTHS DEATHS INFANT MORTALITY NEO NATAL MORTAL 
opulatioa 


1961 Number Rate per 1,000 Number Rate per 1,000 Deaths ‘Rate per Deaths: Rate per 
i of Population of Population under {1,000 under 1,000 
Pir th s ‘Crude eee Deaths ode Adjusted 1 year j|live births| 4 wkse; live 
| | , . ‘births 
| England and Wales 1804120 Tel ae | ae ype eee ? 
Administrative Coun | 743,870 | 12 €68 | 17.03 16.69 9,230 | 12, 241 16.74 


| URBAN DISTRICTS 
Rural Districts 


22,4501 6,630 716-901 16.56 Be ae ae 
pai 4i0 | 3,€38 117.331 17.16 12,6491 11,96] 13.99 | 871 2256 eae area 


| 
— DIVISIONS - Constituent Se | 


Aberdare and 
| Mountain ish 
; Caerphilly and 
! Gelli 


| Mid Glamorgan 


/ 
H 
/ 
! 


Neath and 

| District 

: Pontypridd & 
| Llantrisant 

| Port Talbot & 
| Glyncérrwe 

; South East 

; Glamorgan 


Districts fe 
Aberdare U. i 3839 - Ae) eae es Se Tae a2 20.10 EeRORs, : os 
Mountain Ash U.j 29,5 475 Ts O7| 15-91 (2 eon 7 14 


Caerphilly U eam i NY LE 
€ sees] 18.78 |e uno 45 | 20 he 26 
Seagal ame 


Bridgend U. |) SD 0g 5c lee SCE ee 
Maesteg U. 379 117248] 17-48 | 278 | 12082 | ie al Se 


Ogmore & Garw [| 20,930 sb5 18.49 io: 9 = |) a a °c 89 
Porthcawl U. | 10,890 _ — 13.87 EES eee ae 
Penybont Rural | 41,450 545 | 13615 | ec a 
Neath M.B. 30,520 A 15.92 392 112.84) 14.25 | ore al 

Neath Rural 0, 800 632 a BY SS a 
Llantrisant R. | 26,850 22 119.44 eons | LOM MMe Omen es 24.900 | 2 | 22.99 


Pontypridd U. 35,480 ae 19.68 
Glyncorrwg U. 9,930 a 220 

Port Talbot li. B. 50,020. Papeete | see tata ee aoe ea 
Barry MeBe = |_ 41,850 62 118.21 
Cardiff Rural 9,000 848 i17. <2. — i ° 02] 
Cowbridge M.B. | _1,100 PCR renis) Sites | er Ae 2 Soni oe = 
Cowbridge Rural, 20,050 360 48 “a6 A 

Penarth U. 20,00. | Al 2112 Gp 12510 | 

Gower Rural 12,520 22 

Lilwchwr Urban | 24,890 g Ses at ee 


Pontardawe R. | 30,740 d 
Rhondda M.B. _[L00,600 1,596 115.861 15.54 | 1,438 [14.29] 16.58 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YERAR 


Population =k, ‘170 


LIVE BIRTHS Total Male Female 
Legitimate g00 oe eee oee eee eee 611 gyal 290 
Illegitimate aoe eco ove coe cece pee 25) 6 aly 
Total eos @eo eee aoe eee eee 634 52h BOF 


STILL - BIRTHS 


Legitimate eee eve oan een eee eee 14 5 9 
Illegitimate eee ace vee sve eco a) af P< aL 
Total eee ooo eee eee eoe ene £5 5 10 
ma meee 000=-==-= 
LIVE BIRTHS 


SIL eee eee ee0 631 
1952 ees cee tee 629 
1955 ene eee se0 664 
LODO Pisse wee wee | O44 
1955 eee. een eee 672 
1956 @eo eee ee0 644 
1957 ace aoe eee 667 
128 aes wen was «=| «| OAT 
1959 eee aee ene 648 
1960 eee coo ee0 605 
1961 eee eee eee 634 


As a matter of interest, I give the following figures t- 


1901 eee eee eee (at 
1911 ees eee ees 1720 
1921 ee0 eo8 eee 1363 
1941 eee eo0e eee 847 
1941 eee ece eee 155 
Lg5E eee eee eee 631 
1961 geek teeters 634 
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INFANTILE MORTALITY 


The causes of Death in 1961 are as follows :- 
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day 

2 days 
3 days |; 
4 days | 
5 days | 
6 days | 
7 days 

2 weeks 

4 weeks 
4 weeks 

2 months | 
4 months! 
4 months 
5 months 
6 months | 
7 months} 
8 months 
9 months 
10 months 
11 months 


12 moths 


Deaths occurring 
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Deaths occurring 


at home in Hospital 
! | 


ee ee Oe Oe oo ee a) 


Prematurity 

Birth abnormality 
Atalectasis 

Pulmonary syndrome 
Prematurity 
Intracranial haemorrhag 


Prematurity 
Broncho-pneumonia 


Prematurity 
Broncho=pneumonia 
Uraenia 
Gastro-enteritis 
Congenital heart. 
Broncho-pneumonia 
Broncho-pneumonia 
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Pale tices 
INFANTILE MORTALITY 


TOTAL MALE FEMALE 


Deaths of Infants under one year - 20 a 5) 
Legitimate - 19 Lif 2 
Illegitimate - 1 - dt 


As shown in the Table of Vital Statistics, the Infant Mortality Rate per 

1,000 live births in Ingland and Wales in 1961 was 21.4 (21.7 in 1960) 
in the Administrative County was 22.89 (29.49 in 1960) 
In the Gelligaer Area it was 31.55 (42.98 in 1960) 


Of the 20 deaths, 17 occurred in the first month of life, 12 of these 
infants failing to survive one week. 


There were 15 still-births during the year. 


I append a Table showing the Infantile Mortality Kate in Gelligaer during the 
past ten years ?i- 


2 - 51 is GO 


1953 = Sle (OF 
1954 a 45 +0 OF 
1955 = AQw art 
1956 - 48 . 14 
1957 = 220 70 
1958 - Zl woe 
1959 = 27 » 78 
1960 = Ae 9S 
1961 - 51. ee 55 


The actual decrease in Infant Deaths is from 26 in 1960, to 20 in 1961. 
Ags in previous years, a large number of infants fail to survive the first 
four weeks of life. 
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Deaths during the Year numbered 396 - Males 235, Females 161. 


ope eee 433 
ISD) eee 389 
1954 eee 437 
DS) ove 449 
1956 eon 422 
LSI ace 405 
1958 eee 384 
1959 ove 390 
1960 eee All 
1961 coe 396 


MATERNAL DEATHS 


There were no Deaths in which Pregnancy was a factor. 


ee Ge eens ee ete o0o= wee eee 


In considering the Registrar General's Returns, there are points of interest. 
Follawing is a Table showing the number of Deaths in each of three age 

eroups for the past ten years. In considering the age at Death, it is 
interesting to note how many people live beyond the allotted span of 

three score years and ten. 


AGE AT DEATH 


90 and over Ley, 14 


| 
A comparison of age at Death for the past ten years is shown :- 


1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 
No. occurring before 
the age of one year 20 21 29 Sool. 122 Aer” 2B. “26> 20 


No. occurring between 
one and 65 years Lada ein 155 159 156 121 “104 130° 123 


No. occurring upwards 
of 65 years 269 223 Pon" P61 9252 247. 245 268 255 255 
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DEATHS FROM CANCER 
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Number of Deaths from all forms of Cancer was 62, 


DEATHS FROM VIOLENT 


952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
Sith 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 


LENSE: 
a) 
1954 
WD 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1B) 
1960 
1961 


@eae 


ees 


HH 


Hp 


CANCER _OF THE LUNG 


UWIRMO OQArMRPWwE OD 


all males 

3 males, 1 female 
all males 

all males 

7 males, 4 females 
all males 
all males 

8 males, 1 female 

7 males, 4 females 
14 males, 2 females 


CAUSES included the following :- 


Accidents in the home caused 10 Deaths 
Accidents at work caused 2 Deaths 
Motor Vehicle Accidents caused 2 Deaths 


Number of Suicides 
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CAUSE OF DEATH 


Chief eauses of Death were as follows t= 


Deaths from 
Deaths from 
Deaths from 
Deaths from 
Deaths from 
Deaths from 
Deaths from 
Deaths from 
Deaths from 
Deaths from 
Deaths from 
Deaths from 
Deaths from 
Deaths from 


Deaths from 


THUS := 

Deaths from 
Deaths from 
Deaths from 
Deaths from 


Deaths from 


Heart and Circulatory Disease .e. eee 


Cancer eee eee ece eco eoe 


Vascular lesions of the Nervous System 


Measles @e0 eee eos 


Bronchitis ees 


Whooping Cough = ees eee 


and Enteritis 
Tuberculosis of the Respiratory System 


eee eee 


Diarrhoea, Gastritis 


eee 


other forms of Tuberculosis 


Motor Vehicle Accidents 


@eoe 


Poliomyelitis eos eee eve 


Influenza eee ene eee 


Pneumonia eee cece ece eo°e 


other Diseases of the Respiratory System 


other Violent Causes eee ece eco 


Heart and Circulatory Diseases 


woe 


Cancer eee eoce coe een 


Vascular lesions of the Nervous System 


Bronchitis ec0e eee eee oon 


Violent Causes eae 


are the chief causes of Death. 


Coronary Disease is a disease which continues to be prominent. 


49 males and 12 females died from this conditione 
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Male Female Total 
74 58 a2 
35 27 62 
ef 36 9) 
26 3 29 

a 2B 4 
6 - 6 
1 ie 2 
6 4 10 
17 4 21 
15 at 14 
iL) 6 19 
1960 1961 
149 N72 
62 62 
49 53 
22 29 
4 iy, 
During 1961 , 
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PREVALENCE AND CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES 


NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISHASES 


AGES DISTRIBUTION 


| 


| Total | O | 14) 2- 3 4- Beans 
| ) 1 


DISEASE oe | 4? 65- | 75 and 


cases le 2 2 over 
Scarlet Fever : 4 ag ees is ii ot = Hee = = 
Pneumonia | 10 1 -|- |-| - | | a eS Olean - 
Puerperal Pyrexia | 7 - f - ~ | 2 Riva She us = 
Food Poisoning | 5 = Pie - | hf) Om 2 | sal is =| 
Erysipelas : al - | = 5S) e | it | 
| | | | | | 


Measles - 744 


Whooping Cough - 59 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
| 
AGE GROUPS NEW CASES DEATHS 
Pulmonary! Non-Pulmonar Pulmonar Non-Pulmonar: 
CL ee a a ee ee a a ae 
Under 1 year rly eee - - - es = = 
O - 4 years - Loe ~ = = = eS ‘ 
pee Oryears | 1 | 0. ob. - - = 2 ES = 
| | 
10 = 14 years |- = = S = = 3 es 2 
| 
15 - 19 years Ia - - | - = i | es re 
20 = 24 years | ak i | 2 Cais sail aoe 
25 = 34 years | - S SNe ae ere E, Z 
35 - 44 years | 2 3 - = a pS a a 
45 = 54 years | 2 - - - ae - - - 
55 = 64 years |2 a ws - af i a Ss 
65 =- 69 years |1 = = = 9 ie Bi; é 
7Q and over 2 - - - i = = a 
TOTAL 
INCIDENCE AND DEATHS 
YHAR : INC TDENCE DEATHS 
1952 ove 44 eee 5) 
1953 eee 34 eee 10 
11954 eee 5A eee 4 
£955 eee 57 eee 8 
1956 eee Be) eee 8 
LOD iT eee 32 aee 5) 
1958 eee 30 ove ab 
1959 ees 55 woe 4 
1960 sige 30 eee 6 
1961 nee 19 ese 6 
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VACCINATION AND IMMUNISATION 


DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION 


1952 = 381 
LDS - ALT 
1954 = 524 
1955 = 474 
1956 - 481 
ODT - 269 
1958 - 205 
1959 - Ze)S) 
1960 = 391 
1961 « B41 


SMALLPOX © VACCINATION 


Primary Re-Vaccination 


1952 - 152 «= 26 
1953 - LT? oe 45 
1954 - 150 - 6 
1955 - 2 x 21 
1956 - 124 = 5 
1957) = 125 = 6 
1958 - 155 = 9 
1959 = 162 =~ 4 
1960 -~ 150 - 5 
1961 = 166 <= 2 


WHOOPING COUGH VACCINATION 
In 1961, 468 were immunised against Whooping Cough. 
Be Ce Ge VACCINATION 


In 1961, 732 received B.C.G. Vaccination 
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POLIOMYELITIS VACCINATION 


Dr. Revington, the Divisional Medical Officer of the Glamorgan 
County Council, is unable to give information concerning Gelligaer 
in 1961, but supplies the information concerning Caerphilly and 
Gelligaer Division. 


The vaccinations carried out in the Division, and which 
relate to all persons eligible, are as follows :- 


Number of persons who received the second injection - 3,963 
Number who received the third injection i ee eh) 
Number who received the fourth injection = Ayee> 


The amount of preventive inoculation carried out by the Local 
Health Authority is very considerable. Apart from Smallpox 
Vaccination, the figures reflect great credit upon the 
inhabitants in accepting these safeguards, and upon the Local 
Health Authority and Family Doctors for making the safeguards 
available. If a testing time comes, then the value of all this 
work will be revealed. 


I am indebted toDr. Revington for the information concerning Vaccination 
and Immunisation. 
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HOUS ING 


Mr. G. Lloyd Williams, the Council's Housing Manager, has supplied 
the following information :- 


PERMANENT TEMPORARY 
DWELLINGS DWELLINGS 


BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITY :- 


No. of houses completed and occupied 
during 1961 
No. partly completed during 1961 


No. sanctioned but not commenced 


Total number completed and occupied 
since 1918 LA DAS 


BY PRIVATE ENTERPRISE, UILDING SOCIETINS ETC. 


Number of houses completed and occupied 
in 1961 


Number partly completed in 1961 


Number for which plans were passed, but 
which were not commenced in 1961 


Number of families rehoused in 1961 =- 211 
Number of families in which Tuberculosis was a factor - 16 
Number rehoused as a result of Closing Orders - 32 


Number rehoused from Slum Glearance areas - 24 


Waiting list for Council Hopses at 31st. December, 1961 :- 


Total number of applicants - 892 
Families who are sub-tenants - 592 


Applications from Old Age Pensioners - 59 
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As shown by the Table, the Housing Schemes have progressed 
satisfactorily. 123 houses wil] be occupied early in 1962 - and 
a number of houses will be ready at Greenhill soon afterwards. 


The first stage of rebuilding at Pontlottyn is approaching 
completion. 


New houses on the cleared Bronk Row site at Fochriw are 
not completed. 


As mentioned in my Report for 1960, the ' Pre-Fabs.! at 
Gelligaer had outlived their indicated life. In June, 1961, the 
Council decided to clear the site, and rebuild permanent dwellings. 
The rehousing of the tenants of the ' Pre-fabs.!' is scheduled 
for 1962. Unfortunately, this creates an inevitable delay in 
offering accommodation to folk on the Housing List. 


It must be noted, too, that the Aluminium Bungalows are no 


longer regarded as ' permanent dwellings ' - because of unexpected 
corrosion = but this is not an immediate probleme 
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ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION 
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Measurement of pollution was continued at Bargoed during the year :- 


Month Rainfall Total Solids 
i 5 . 8l ins. - Zi e150) vOns 
ae ee sens. | 295%. 56"tons 
veers Go's coins, |= 99 444ttons 
Avril 2 Gp OO since =) 24. 47 tons 
fe Po] 2 380s. | -8 12 2167 fons 
es - ie OAminSe | em LG 6477 tons 
Tal ip OOManse | = 9 . 90 tons 
a Ag lyons. | =") 15°./84-tons 
August - 
‘ Aa Oa NS i= ee Zlite 5 4bOns 
September - 
October 2. 8 CY 05 ins. a 40 e 24 tons 
me 3-09 inse - 23. 80 tons 
November - ; 
Doconner 5. (4 ins. - 25 6 54 bons 
Total amount of dust collected - 229.17 tons in 1961 
: 294 . 53 tons in 1960 
( per square mile) 361 . 56 tons in 1959. 


While the Bargoed Electricity Generating Station was 
times, it was not excessively so. 
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Page 20 
PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY 


| I am indebted to Mr. W. H. James, B.Sc., A-M.I.C.H., Engineer tn the Rhymney 
Valley Water Board for the following report on the Public Water Supply in the Area :- 


_a) = Bacteriological Analyses 


During the year, a total of 240 samples were taken of supplies in the Gelligaer 
Area, the results being as follows :- 


in Raw Water Treated Water 
SOURCE 
Satis - 


fac terv 


Just above | Unsatins— 
limit for | factory 
satis result. 


Just above 
limit for 
satis result 


Rhymey Bridge 2 1 
Taf Fechan 2 

Deri 2 iL 
TOTALS 3 14 79 135 6 3 
SSS SS SS $5555 SSS SSS SS SS SS SS SSS SSS Se Ses SS ee SS SSS SSS Ss SSS SS SSS SS SSS SSS SS SS SSS SSS SSS 


b) — SUPPLY POSITION 


Due to the very dry period preceding the middle of June, the demand for water 
Soared and greater use was made of water for gardens. It was, therefore, necessary 
to ban the use of hoses for watering gardens and washing private motor cars, and 
notices to this effect were published in the press. Although supplies had to be 
carefully watched during the dry summer period, no restrictions were enforced, 
and supplies were maintained satisfactorily, except for the village of Pantywaun 
where a local storage tank was set up and replenished each day by carted water. 


c) = SHUT-OFF OF SUPPLIES 


Due to works being carried out by the Taf Fechan Water Supply Board, there were two 
occasions on which supplies had to be shut dow - the first, on 15th. March, 1961 
involved the high level supplies, affecting the districts of Fochriw, Bedlinog, 

and Heolddu, Bargoed, and lasted over a period of 12 hours. The shut off on this 
occasion was due to the Supply Board making a new connection to their 18" high 
level main and the old 14" at Fochriw Point 2. This connection finalised the 
Supply Board's first duplication of the high level trunk main from Pengarnddu.e 


The second shut off involved 4 longer period - 48 hours = and affected the Point 

6 low level supply ; the districts affected in the Gelligaer U.D. Area were 

Pengam, Gelligaer, Ystrad Mynach, and Trelewis, all consumers being notified in 
advances This shut off was due to the Supply Board making a new connection to the 
Point 6 supply from a duplicate newly laid trunk main in the low level system. This 
work is part of the comprehensive improvements now being undertaken by the Taf 
Fechan Board relating to the complete duplication of the low level trunk maine 
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Page 21 
d) = WORK CARRIED OUT BY THR BOARD 


A great deal of housing site mains were laid during the year, particularly 
at Greenhill, 


Ab Rhymey Bridge, river improvement works have been carried out 


and the filter media renewed. The Tank at Pentwyn was renewed in 
December. 


e) = GILFACH FARGOED RESERVOIR 


The contract for the construction of this reservoir was entered 
into in September, 1961, and the commencement date arranged for 
Ist. January, 1962. 
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BEDLINOG TIP FIRE 


In my Report for 1960, I reported on the fire in the tip which was 
causing anxiety because of the emission of Carbon Monoxide gas ; and also 
because of the nauseous smell which was polluting the atmosphere. 


Karly in January, the fire spread to the boundary of the tip adjoining 
High Street, and concentrations of Carbon Monoxide of 50 parts per million 
were found in the houses adjoining the tipe When light easterly breezes were 
present, and in conditions of damp, still atmosphere, then higher concentrations 
were found. 


It was then considered advisable to evacuate families at night, in case 
the concentrations of Carbon Monoxide rose to lethal levels. 


Early in January, Dr. P. J. Lawther, Director of Atmospheric Pollution 
Research of the Medical Research Council visited the tip. Dr. Lawther confirmed 
that the precautions so far taken were necessary, and advised further measures 
to keep constant watch of the Carbon Monoxide danger. 


Daily reports on wind and weather were obtained from the 
Meteriological Office so that extra precautions could be taken when light 
easterly winds were forecast. Fortunately, conditions of temperature inversion 
did not occur during which the lethal gases emitted from the tip would have 
been trapped at ground level with a consequent build-up of the gases to a 
dangerous level. At the same time, emission of gas through fissures in the 
ground could not be entirely ruled out. Had this occurred - it would be 
possible for a single house to be filled with Cerbon Monoxide of a fatal 
concentratione Canaries and budgerigars were distributed to householders 
at key points. These birds are highkysusceptible to Carbon Monoxide, and 
would die long before the human were seriously affected. 


A very complicated instrument - a Permanent Carbon Monoxide Recorder - 
was set up in a house at a key point, and thus a twenty-four hour record of 
Carbon Monoxide concentrations was kept. This machine was made available by 
the National Coal Board and was serviced by the Technical experts from the 
Tredomen Laboratory. 


In February, following Court Proceedings, the Council voluntarily 
accepted responsibility of executing safety measures, and attempting to 
control the spread of the fire. With considerable difficulty, a wide trench 
was excavated in the tip, running parallel to High Street. This was ¢mmediately 
successful, in that high concentrations of Carbon Monoxide were no longer 
found in the houses. 


An attempt was then made to cut a circular trench around the tip 
fire. This proved to be very difficult, because of the great depth of the valley 
in which the tip was located. At one point, the trench was 100 feet deep. 

The side of the trench was ablaze ; the trench had considerable gas in it, and 
the sides of the trench were liable to fall in and bury the bull-dozer driver 
as indded did occur on one occasion). A tribute to the skill and courage 

of the bull-dozer drivers, employed by Ryan Plant, and to the work of the 
Council's workmen who worked in the heat and smell and gas has previously 
been made, and is now gratefully recorded. 
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The attempt to contain the fire by excavating a circular trench around 
the burning mass failed at a stage when a bridge of only about 20 feet wide 
remained. By this time the fire had spread to the east side of the valley, and 
all work was stopped. In a very short time the extent of the fire had increased 
considerably. With the increase of the fire, the smell from the tip also 
increased, and the people in the neighbourhood became greatly concerned, 
wondering whatwas the effect, either long term or short term ~ on their health. 
It is recognised that atmospheric pollution causes lung diseases. in June, 
Dr, Lawther paid another visit to the tip, and was able to assure the Counci 
that the health of the inhabitants would not be affected by the smell. In 
September, the Council's Engineer and I were increasingly concerned because 
of the extent of the fire, and the consequent smell from the tip. In late 
October, Dr. Lawther visited the tip again, and again was able to assure the 
Council that no health hazard existed. At a Council Committee held on November 
3rd., and later at a Public Meeting in Bedlinog, the entire problem was 
extensively reviewed, and the opinions of the experts given, and the voice of 
Bedlinog was heard in sharp criticism of all who had attempted and failed +o 
extinguish the fire. During this period, measurements of Carbon Monoxide 
and Hydrogen Sulphide were periodically made. 


At the close of the Year, the tip was burning fiercely, smelling 
obnoxiously, and causing anxiety. 


In all these difficulties, the Council has been given great assistance. 
I am very grateful to Dr. P. J. Lawther for his help and advice on health 
hazards 3; to Dr. Culley and Dr. Baird of the Welsh Board of Health ; and 
especially to Mr. Cunningham and his colleagues of the National Coal Board 
Laboratory at Tredomen for making speedy analysis of gas samples. It was 
only because of this assistance, so readily given, that the position was 
kept under constant review. 
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SWIMMING POOL 


The Council provides a large, open air swimming pool in the 
Park at Bargoed. Every year it is in operation from May to 
September » Being an open air pool, the attendance is much 
affected by the weather. The summer of 1961 was neither warm nor 
sunny, and the crowds were not attracted to the Swimming Pool. 


The Pool is filled from the Public Water Supply, and also 
' topped up ' from the mains. 


For the safety of bathers, it is necessary that adequate 
chlorination and a high degree of clarity of the water are always 
presente Both features were satisfactorily provided during the year. 


In my Report for 1959, I stated that it was proposed to instal 
an Automatic Recorder of Chlorination at the poole Owing to 
unforeseen delays, this was not done in 1960, but was installed 
in 1961, and worked satisfactorily. 


I noted in my Report for 1960 that developments in water 
purification now make available apparatus which automatically 
feeds into the water chlorine and other chemicals according to 
demand. This type of equipment is highly desirable, ensuring 
the purity of the water at peak loadings - that is, when the 
swimming pool is crowded with bathers. The Council has 
decided to equip the Swimming Bath with an Automatic Chlorinator. 
It will be installed as soon as the equipment is available. 
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MORTUARY 


The Council has continued to maintain a Mortuary. During the 
year it was used on twelve occasions. This service to the community, 
although not excessively used, is invaluable at times of fatal 
eccidents, or when the deceased person has no home in the locality. 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948 


During the year, one case of a person needing care and attention 
was taken to the Magistrate's Court, and an Order was made for 
removal to Hospital. 


A small number of borderline cases were visited and considered. 


As mentioned earlier, the Bargoed Luncheon Club was inaugurated 
by the Women's Voluntary Service, and is doing magnificent work. 
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FRESH SICKNESS CLAIMS MADE UPON THE MINISTRY OF NATIONAL INSURANCE 
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The chart for 1960 is included on the next page for comparisone 
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FRESH SICKNESS CLAIMS MADE UPON THE MINISTRY OF NATIONAL INSURANCE 
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REPORT OF THE SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 


FOR THE YEAR 1961 


I wish to present my Report on the work of the Public Health Inspecters 
for the year 1961. 


For the first five months of the year - continuing from the closing months 
of the previous year - the trouble with the burning colliery tip at Bedlinog 
occupied much of your Officers’ time. During these months, many visits were made 
at all hours of the day and night to the Village. It was during this period, too, 
that the Council's Public Health Committee made history by holding a special 
meeting on a Sunday morning at the burning tip itself. 


During the year, two measures of importance to Local Authorities were 
approved by Parliament and came into operation. These were t- 


a) - The Public Health Act, 1961. 
b) - the Housing Act, 1961. 


By the requirements of the former, additional powers were given to Local 
Authorities to increase and strengthen certain provisions of the Public Health 
Act, 1936, and Local Acts and Byelaws, provisions that have been found of value 
since the parent Act - the Act of 1936 - came into operation some thirty five 
years agde Among these provisions are matters as diversified asi- 


1) - Certain added pow.ers in connection with the proper construction, maintenance, 
and repair of sewers and drains : 


2) - Dedling with ruinous and defective premises and dilapidated buildings. 


3) - The provision of byelaws as to the control of pleasure fairs, and 
hairdressers! and barbers! establishments. 


In the Housing Act of 1961, the principal provisions of which came into 
operation in the autumn of the Year, some of the most important requirements of the 
Act apply to houses in multiple occupation, or which are 'let in lodgings'. These 
provisions require the proper and separate facilities for each family in 
residence at such houses of - natural lighting ; ventilation ; water supply, 
sanitary accommodation 3; cooking and drainage facilities, and the proper cleaning 
and decoration of the premises. In this area, apart from Council owned property, 
there are not many premises that can be placed in this category. Undoubtedly, 
however, these powers will be welcomed by the Authorities of the larger centres of 
population. 


Another important provision of this Act is the power given to owners of 
rented dwelling houses which they let, to increase the rent of such dwellings 
by 123% of the total cost of improvement works in place of the 83% which was 
formerly permitted prior to the passing of this Act. 


per 


_ 
) 
CML PT.LAME OLISIS: HOLME FAT FO THOTEH 
foe l MARY SHYT HOW yi 
- - SOV Ne EE! a eee ee OO Oe tee ee eee ee ne ee eee oe oe ee : 
= ; 
res tytnehk olfds edt to trom on? no droge ya dneseny fee = + 
» [def ' 
\ i 
STAT 305 + IBY Gas Fe ait nom evi? techy. re 
wird eft dttv ofdvod et - <S0Y © 
} a add, yea _ game emtt 'erantti0 x0 0 
t+ univub pow 2] Si LL V odd of trate bas vab odé +a" 
’ lad vd yrotetd prey) sottinao) déled otfdrrt o'h > 
etilovt: git salad ony d2 gotorrom yobr ts 
<7 faecal of set roges to sotynasem owt .TR8Yy 
~: orow ceeti .notteteqo ofak ema Bae erat 
-f90f .toA Atle obte 
f30L tod gate 7 
B tev! vrewoq Janoltibha ,tearot add to atmnont pet 
ois 1 of ) awieatvou ntetreo sediynettea bras eanotort 
SVE FeRT reerepwiclys: —e base etoA 
on notisteqo ofat sazo FEL to toA add = 
~ta5 tierevibh as tay ore anoleivorg ened 
elit td regoxg edt déiw aoléoennoo ak gaa-wog, be 
1 anteth bas stewoe to 4 
bioslt eoutsota avktostel Bas auoities: dgtw 4 
an! tuseolq Io Loxtnoo ot of as eviloyd To nots 
-stnondat [dave ‘eredzad hme ! 
tat anoielvoug Isqtontaq edd _fd@L Mel doh sats 
r tastiogat teon ont To emoe , whet edt to amedan 
bs ‘of tol' sxe dotdw to ,soltequoce ofqid iam at eeehent 
ae t atearaces bare teqeta sit alps 
%Y ; toltealifaev ~¢ anivdall (ruven = Yo segi 
J ott hitost a3 stexh fas patdoos p ao 
‘ ‘iousoo wort dreqs,.o%s abit ol .eegkusng sit Dom 
bav. , it at-besale od neo Fad¥ seeing y ail 7: 
t to settivodtanl edt yd bemoolew. od at be me 
ra . 
Oo Sf r nove wrog ed? et, ton elit 
iti im to tnot odd seneront of tod ved? 
ew doldw o8 off te iq: at soxor *enwvorga 


ald? to age go 


ae 
ar, 


: a 
; . 


Su 


Page eae oe 


The maintenance of dwelling houses in a reasonable condition, and inspection 
of conditions of disrepair to properties generally have, as in the past 

years, occupied much of the Department's time. Whilst it is true to say that 
house rents on the whole have increased as a result of the powers granted to 
landlords by the Rent Act of 1957, it is also true that repairs, and in some 
cases improvements, have been carried out which could not normally be enforced. 
Few, if any, landlords, however, have as yet taken advantage of the financial 
facilities available in order to improve and modernise houses they rent to 
tenants - i.e. by the provision of bathrooms and installation of hot water 
systems. It will be interesting to see if the increased monetary gain mentioned 
ab®ve will induce more landlords to take advantage of the grants that are to be 
obtained. In this connection, it is a surprising feature of present day life 
and this despite the publicity given, how many owner-occupiers are not aware 
that Discretionary and Standard Grants are available to them providing the 
conditions laid down are complied with. All they need do to confirm this, or 
otherwise, is to make the necessary enquiries at the Council Offices. 


It is the Council's desire to give every family a home that is comfortable 
and contains the necessities for comfortable living. Unfortunately, the 
demand for homes is so great that as yet the Council is unable to close the 
substandard houses. 


Unfortunately,, there are a number of families who do not look after their 
homes The Council then gives such families the opportunity of improving 
their standards of living by putting them into ‘sub-standard! houses , and 
later transferring them to Council estates. 


The practice of routine house-to-house inspection within the area was 
again carried out throughout the year. 522 houses were visited as routine, 
and below I give a summary of conditions revealed by this inspection :- 


No. of houses inspected eoo eee eoe eos eoe oes 522 
No. which are owner/occupied coe cece 8 eee eon see 212 
No. of houses with no bathrooms ‘ee)- See sae coe cee =. 278 
No. with no running hot water eco eee eoe eee eee Bel| 
No. with no kitchen sink for drainage of waste water ees eee Al 
No. with no flushing cistern to sanitary convenience ee eee 87 
No. of people in occupation of the houses inspected eee ene L889 
Average number of persons per household wesc eee nee ewe 536 


I am very grateful to the Clerk's Department for providing the following 
information := 


Number of Discretionary Improvement grants approved by the 
Council during the year eve eee eco eee eee eee 24 


Number of Standard Grants allowed during the year ee. eee 246 
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Some of the three storey flats under construction by the Council at Pontlottyn 
in connection with the slum clearance proposals at this village were completed, 
and occupied, during the year, thus allowing further demolition and clearance 
to proceed. 


Other instances ef unfit houses dealt with by Closure or Demolition included :- 


Fox and Hounds Cottages, Bedlinog - 3 houses. 
Powells Works Cottages, Nelson - 7 houses 
Taylors Row, Tirphil - 6 houses 
Sunnyside Cottages, Hengoed - 4 houses 
Under Chapel Houses, and Cwmllwydra Farm ~ 

and Cottage , Penybank, Fochriw - 6 houses 


VISITS AND INSPECTIONS MADE 


As a result of complaints received - 874 
In connection with housing repairs and defects - ShS) 


VISITS MADE UNDER Tit PUBLIC HEALTHACTS 


Ags a result of notifiable diseases - 9 
To Schools - Sel 
To Piggeries, Smallholdings and Allotments - 33 
To premises without main water supply - 39 
To moveable dwellings ( tents, vans, etc.) - 42 
To cinemas and places of entertainment - or 
To licensed houses and clubs - 89 
To premises conducting offensive trades = 14 
To refuse tips and ashtips - 138 
To dirty and verminous premises - 44 


INSPECTIONS UNDER THE FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1955 
and THE FOOD HYGIENE REGULATIONS 


To dairy premises ~ 39 
To factories and bakehouses a LOT 
To grocery establishments - 163 
To butchers! shops - 126 
To cafes and restaurants = 98 
To industrial and school canteens - 102 
To ice creameries - 43 
TO licensed houses ~ 92 
To fish friers and fish restaurants - Sul 


To slaughterhouses - nil 
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VISITS AND INSPECTIONS UNDER THE HOUSING ACTS 


Number of visits made = 785 


In company with Mr. G. L. Williams, the Council's Housing Manager, 
visits and inspections of Council owned houses were made as and when thought 
necessarye These joint visits were usually as a result of :- 


a) 2 Dirty and verminous premises, or houses infested with insect pests such 
as cockroaches and ants. 


b) + Dirty or verminous dwelling houses, or tenants, and the abuse and misuse 
of houses of which they are the occupantse 


0) - Inspection of premises occupied by prospective Council tenants with, where 
necessary, disinfestation of the premises and furniture. 


@) = Inspection and subsequeht treatment of dwelling houses infested with vermin 
or rats and mice. 


MILK AND DATRIES ACTS AND REGULATIONS 1949 - 59 


There are 53 farms in the Area producing milk ,, the bulk of which is placed 
by the farmer at the farm gate to await transportation to large Pasteurising 
plants situated outside the Urban Area, Since the year 1954 when the Milk 
(Special Designation) ( Specified Areas) Order came into operation, only 
Tuberculin Tested Milk, or milk which has been Heat Treated in accordance with 
these Regulations is allowed to be sold in the Area, All Schools in the district 
are supplied with milk which has been previously heat treated. Since January 
Ist., 1961 the Licensing Authority for the retailing of all grades has become 
vested in the Food and Drugs Authority which, in the case of the Gelligaer Area, 
is the Glamorgm County Council. Licenses also from this date are granted 
for a period of five years, instead of annually. The responsibility for milk 
sampling now falls on the Glamorgan County Council officers. 


The problem of emoty milk bottles which are returned to the milkman in an 
unclean and soiled condition, and which has been mentioned in previous Reports, 
still remains. This, it mst be admitted, is a deplorable state of affairs, 
particularly when one considers that all that is required to cleanse the bottles 
is a cold rinse within a reasonable tine of emptying them. The condition of 
some bottles returned to the retailers has to be seen to be believed. A 
permanent solution to the problem will probably never be obtained until a 
non-returnable container is introduced. Non-returnable wax cartons of 
milk are already in use in some parts of the country, the cost of prowiding 
these being passed onto the customer by an increased charge in the price of 
the milk. 
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ICE CREAM ( HEAT TREATWENT) REGULATIONS 1947 -52 


There are 132 premises in the Area registered for the purpose of sale of 
ice cream, and 11 premises registered for the manufacture of this commodity 
under the requirements of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955. 


Pre-packing of ice cream in various forms and sizes is now very widely 
practiced, and sales are almost completely monopolised by the large manufacturers. 
Of late years colourful vans have been travelling the highways and byeways, 
selling ice cream products. These vans are equipped with expensive ice-cream 
making machinery which is operated by the engine ofthe vehicle. All the necessary 
ingredients are carried, and ice cream can be made and frozen for sale whilst 
the van is en-route. 


Regular sampling of ice-cream, particularly during the summer months when 
maximum consumption of the product takes place, was undertaken during the 
year, and I give details of this below :- 


No, of samples submitted to the Laboratory - <AT 
No. of samples with a satisfactory result - 38 
No. with an unsatisfactory reev1t - 9 


FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1955 
FOOD HYGIENE REGULATIONS 


Premises registered under the requirememts of section 16 of the Food and 
Drugs Act, 1955 total 25. Registration of all premises used for the manufacture 
for the purposes of sale of potted, pressed, pickled or preserved foodstuffs, 
sausages, and the manufacture of ice-cream is a provision of this Sectione In 
some influential quarters there is, and has been for some considerable time, 
a demand for the Registration of all food premises, including cafes and restaurants, 
and food handlers generally. Desirable as this may be, it would entail an enormous 
amount of work, particularly for the medical profession in the examination of 
persons engaged as food handlers and, apart from the practical difficulties, there 
would undoubtedly be vigorous opposition from the trade itself, and other 
interested parties.e 


It is pleasing to be able to report that generally the requirements of the 
Act and the Food Hygiene Regulations appear to be observed in both the letter 
and spirit intended. The most frequent infringement discovered is the placing 
of unwrapped food in positions where it is exposed to risk of contamination, such as 
the tops of counters and food display cases, and constant vigilance is required 
in an effort to effect an improvement in this thoughtless and undesirable praetice. 
It is very gratifying however to note that food shop personnel on the whole show 
willing co-operation in endeavouring to interpret in a practical manner the 
intention of the Regulations. 
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Among complaints received of contaminated food during the year by the 
r Department are the following instances :- 


a) - Roast pork affected by maggots. 
b) - Meat pies stale and affected by mould. 
c) = Cooked food alleged to contain a large insect. 


Principal food premises in the Gelligaer Urban Area are :- 


Butchers! shops - 38 
Bakehouses - if 
Ice cream manufacturers - aa 
Ice cream vendors - T52 
Grocery and provisions stores - ATES 
Cafes and Restaurants - 23 
Fried Fish and Chip Shops - 16 


There are also a large number of 'front ‘room! or ! parlour' type shops which sell 
a variety of articles including various kinds of foodstuffs. 


SUPERVISION OF FOOD SUPPLIuS 


All articles of food which are found to be unfit for human eonsumption are 
disposed of by collection by the Council and subsequent deep burial in the Council's 
refuse tips; or by incineration 3; or by utilisation as animal feeding. stuffs. 


Food found to be unfit during the year included the following :- 


Fresh Meat - 145 lbs. beef ; 27lbs. Turkey. 
Canned Meats = 54 dbs. jellied Veal ; 38 lbs. Pork ; 107 lbs. Corned Beef ; 


206 lbs. Ham ; 27 lbs. Imncheon Meat ; 57 lbs. Steak. 


Canned Fruit_and Vegetables - 59 lbs. Peas 3; 137 lbs. Pineapple; 103 lbs. Pears ; 
713 lbs. Tomatoes 3; 22 lbs. Strawberries ; 133 lbs. Peaches ; 
54 lbs. Oranges 3; 26 lbs. Plums ; 31 lbs. Apricots ; 


Fresh and Canned Fish - 37 lbs. Salmon 3 5 lbs. Sardines; 561bs. Hake. 
Miscellaneous Foods - 680 lbs. Coconut Mallows 3; 39 lbs. Soup ; 


73 lbs.» Milk ; 14 lbs. Cream ; 
36 lbs. Margarine ; 7 lbs. Rice Pudding. 


The total weight of food found to be unfit for human consumption 
: during the year 1961 was : 


1 ton, 12 cwtse, 3 qtrSe, 19 lbs. 
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SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACTS 1933 and 1958 


As there is now no licensed slaughterhouse in the Urban Area all fresh 
meat is obtained from other areas. The majority of fresh meat is obtained 
from slaughterhouses at Maesycwmmer, Brynmawr, Tredegar and Cardiff, deliveries 
being made by road transporte 


Ten persons are licensed as slaughtermen by the Gelligaer Council. 


Twenty six cottagers' pigs were slaughtered during the year and the carcases 
were examined for fitness for human consumptione 


LICENSED HOUSES AND CLUBS 


As in previous years, all 39 public houses and 27 licensed clubs in the 
Area were again inspected for hygienic conditions. These premises were 
visited periodically, both when closed to the general public, and during 
licensing hours. During recent years, Brewery Companies and Club Management 
Committees have made marked improvements to their premises in accordance with 
public demand, and as a result of keen competition. The improvement in both 
hygienic and general comfort standards is much morerotioeable in the case of 
Club premises as compared with Public House premisese It must be 
recognised that social habits have changed. This, coupled with the fact that 
popular games of chance, and lotteries, have been introduced into Clubs, has 
augmented income, providing Management Committees with more capital for such 
improvements e 


In the course of routine inspection, all infringements of Regulations 
which were discovered were subsequently notified to the person in charge, and 
by letter to the Secretary of the Brewery or Club concerned. Among 
infringements discovered were t= 


a) - Defective and insanitary drainage systems. 

b) - Conditions of disrepair to premises. 

c) - Defective flushing cisterns to sanitary conveniences, and inadequate 
water supplies thereto. 

d) --Redecoration or repointing to walls and ceilings of premises required. 


SCHOOL CANTEENS 


Frequent visits were made during the year to all school premises and 
school canteens in the Area, For the 34 schools, there are 23 school kitchense 
In 11 cases, food cooked at a centrally sited school kitchen is conveyed in 
insulated stainless steel containers by motor vehicle to the schools concernede 
96 persons are engaged in the preparation, cooking and serving of well over 
4,000 meals daily. 


In previous Annual Reports favourable mention has been made of the care 
taken by all members of school canteen staffs in their efforts to provide 
tasty and appetising meals for school children. Tribute must again be 
paid to the personnel employed for the clean and hygienic manner in which 
the canteens: are kept and in which the large numbers of meals are prepared. 
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COMMON LODGING HOUSES 


Since 1959 when the last Common Lodging House in the Urban Area was closed 
down, there has been no establishment of this nature within the Area. 


OFFENSIVE TRADES 


Two premises conducting Offensive Trades exist, one sited at Bargoed and 
the other at Ystrad Mynach. At both these premises only textile materials 
and old discarded and waste metals are collected and stored, thus the 
possibility of offensive smells and general nuisance being caused is 
considerably reduced. Bones, waste, fat and meat products are collected 
twice weekly from butchers! shops by a large firm operating outside the 
Area, and, after processing, are converted into animal feeding stuffs and 
fertilisers, Regular routine visits were made during the Year to the above 
mentioned Offensive Trade premises, It is truly amazing the variety and 
number of articles collected by a business of this nature, which are afterwards 
despatched to the mills for treatment and subsequent manufacture into 
new articles. 


While on the subject of disposal of waste matter and refuse, it is 
regretable to have to report that the dumping of unwanted household refuse 
still takes place in the rear lanes and on open spaces all over the District. 
This illicit dumping almost always occurs during the hours of darkness, and 
it is extremely difficult to trace the offenders. I would therefore appeal 
to the general public to take advantage of the refuse disposal services 
available to them, and to co-operate with the Council in their efforts to 
keep the area as litter-free and orderly as possible. 


PET ANIMALS ACTS 1937 and 1961 


Two premises are registered to keep and sell pet animals. This is a 
reduction by one from the previous year. Both premises were visited and 
inspected regularity’ during the Year. No complaints were reeeived regarding 
the keeping of pet animals during the period under review. 


FACTORINS' ACTS 1937 and 1961 


82 Factories of various kinds operate in the Area. These include some which 
are engaged in heavy and light engineering, woodworking and joinery, building, 
and radio and television repair. 


No. of factories to which sections 2,3,4,5,6,7 of the Act apply - 78 
No. to which Section 7 only applies - 4 
No. of inspections made during the Year ca BOS) 


Five notices under the Factories! Acts were served upon responsible persons, 
directing their attention to breaches of the Acts or Regulations , viz :- 


= - Requiring the provision of adequate and suitable sanitary conveniences 
b) - Requiring the proper artificial lighting of the sanitary convenience - 
a - Requiring the redecoration of internal walls = 
d) =- Requiring the provision of notices, and adequate equipment in 

cloakrooms used by food handlers - Ll 
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Page MY Be 
The terms of all these notices were complied with within the stipulated period 
of time. 


There are 44 persons employed as Out-workers, as defined by Section 133 
of the Factories! Act, 1961. The work involved is of a light nature, and 
consists of dressing and trimming moulded rubber articles. 


CARAVAN SITES AND CONTROL OF DEVELOPMENT ACT, 1960 


Four caravan sites have been approved for licensing by the Council, the 
largest being for 40 caravans, and the smallest for one only. All the caravans 
on these sites are used as permanent dwellings. All licence holders, and sites, are 
expected to comply with the Model Byelaws issued by the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government controlling caravan sites. Various other sites are used 
from time to time, usually by mobile work people. It is extremely difficult 
to control this type of dwed ing, or the persons who inhabit them, and all one 
can do is to try to exercise some measure of control so that no danger to 
public health arises. 


With the continued growth in popularity of this type of dwelling, together 
with the fact that some people are satisfied with, and even choose this mode 
of existance to that of living in a brick-built house, more efficient control 
and subsequently additional safeguards to general health would ensue from 
municipally owned sites. Among the advantages of Council owned sites are :- 


a) - All caravans within the Area can be directed to the licensed caravan sits. 
_b) - local Authorities have sufficient resources to provide all necessary 
amenities as laid dowm by the Ministry's Byelaws,. 


Some years ago, the Council had under consideration the provision of 
such a site within their ow Urban Area, but finally decided against it 
on the grounds of expense. 


RODENT AND PEST CONTROL 


The work involved in the destruction of rats and mice, and the eradication 
of insect pests generally continued unceasingly during the year. Set out is a 
summary of the work done and the number of visits made to premises t= 


Inspected Treated Visits made 
Dwelling houses pubs 297 es 
Business premises ie 29 154 
Agricultural premises 119 - 119 
Refuse tips 9 20 54 


Rivers and watercourses 12 12 48 
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Surveys and treatments, when necessary, of the Rhymey River and its many 
tributaries took place in co-operation with neighbouring Local Authorities. 

In May and November, the bi-annual treatment of sewers took place, with the 
full co-operation of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, 
Disinfestation, or fumigation, of six dwelling houses resulting from verminous 
or dirty conditions, took place. In three of thesecases, a small : , 
fee, previously decided upon by the Council, was collected as payment for 

the time and materials used. Household insect pests dealt with included ants, 
bedbugs, cockroaches, and wood boring beetles. 


As indicated in the figures quoted, complaints regarding the presence of 
rats and mice were as numerous as ever. Whilst there are rodents to be found 
almost everywhere at some time or another, the general public should realise 
that like human beings they are much more partial to neighbourhoods that 
supply the necessities of life - namely, food and shelter. When it is also 
realised that rodents will feed on almost any rubbish or filth, carrying 
disease germs to human food, and that they will shelter beneathany pile of 
wood carelessly stored, or burrow beneath garden sheds or similar cover, it 
will be appreciated how difficult complete destruction and eradication can 
be. In all cases where any person has reason to believe that rats are 
frequenting any premises it is advisable to report the occurrence without 
undue delay to the Public Health Yepartment so that they can be efficiently 
dealt with. 


Yours faithfully, 


T. P. THOMAS 


Senior Public Health Inspector 
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